Neutrophils are known to play a key role in the first line of defence against invading pathogens via the innate arm of the immune system. Upon arrival at the site of inflammation, neutrophils engage their effector functions by eliminating invading pathogens and trigger inflammatory reactions. [14] [15] [16] However, recent data demonstrate that neutrophils can also extend their functions beyond their role in pathogen clearance and can play a role in promoting parasite survival, in particular, during the onset of tsetse-transmitted trypanosomosis. 17 The lack of systematic data on quantitative changes in spleen cell numbers throughout infection prompted the data collection reported here.
| MATERIAL AND ME THODS

| Parasites and infection in mice
Eight-week-old female C57BL/6 mice were purchased from Koatech (Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea) and infected by intraperitoneal injection using 5 × 10 3 T b brucei AnTat1.1E. Experiments were approved by the GUGC IACUC protocol n° LM16-839/2018-006.
Parasitemia was assessed as previously described. 18 
| Cell isolation and flow cytometry assay
Single-cell spleen suspensions were prepared at 0, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24 and 28 days post-infection (dpi) as previously described. 13 Unless otherwise stated, cell suspensions were re-suspended in 0.05% FBS BD FACSFlow Sheath Fluid. Cell washings were carried out by centrifugation at 314 g for 7 minutes. Incubations were performed at 4°C for 30 minutes. Non-specific binding sites were blocked using anti-CD16/CD32 (Fc γ III/II block-final dilution 1/1000). Afterwards, 5 × 10 5 cells were incubated with antibody cocktails (dilution of 1/600), using anti-B220-FITC, anti-CD1d-PE, anti-CD138-PE/CY7, anti-CD93-APC, anti-CD4-FITC, anti-CD8a-PE, anti-TCR β chain-APC, anti-Ly6G-AlexaFluor488, anti-Ly6C-PE, anti-CD11b-APC, anti-NK1.1-APC and anti-Ter119-PE (BioLegend, San Diego, CA, USA), 1 µg of 7-amino-actinomycin D (7AAD) to exclude nonviable cells, and finally analysed using a BD Accuri™ C6 Plus flow cytometer.
| Statistical analysis
Prism ® 7.0 software (GraphPad Software Inc) was used to graphically represent data and perform statistical analysis, using unpaired student t tests. Data are presented as mean ± SD.
| RE SULTS
Spleen leucocyte population changes were analysed during T b brucei AnTat1.1E infections. Table 1 shows the number of spleen, early TA B L E 1 Immune cell populations in the spleen of Trypanosoma brucei brucei infected C57BL/6 mice Coinciding with the clearance of the first parasitemia peak (6 dpi), a 5-fold increase in spleen neutrophil cells is observed ( Figure 1D , Table 1 ). The neutrophil cell number remains high throughout the progressing infection, reaching a 15-fold increase following the 
| D ISCUSS I ON
While analysing trypanosomosis-induced anaemia in the past, we reported the early influx (4 dpi) of neutrophils in the spleen of infected mice, preceding the first peak of parasitemia. 5 Here, we 
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